
^Greedy slum machine 
a death-trap for children 
JEN.MKKK K . \ I . M \ K * ! : T 

died on her knees m an L'p-
l o w n tenement—her head 
.-.ma.shed b.v the downward 
plunge ot an vltvator car. 

Curio.sity had hired her to 
the opening in the elevator's 
broken door. She was only two 
years old ^nd unprepared lor 
survival in a slum where an 
elevator can be traiuTorn".ed 
into I guillotine 

Wiser by 77 years and many 
years of living in • slum, Mrs. 
Lillian Murray will Ml linger 
even a few seconds in the haz-
artJoiis. hallways thai were 
Jennifer's playground. 

FE-AR IMPRISONS her in 
her apartment where sh^ 
keeps her door If-cked and 
chained. She even suffered 
thru two of the coldest days of 
winter without heal before she 
summoned a repairman to fix 
the broken radiator 

Then her worsi fears were 
realized when the repairman 
beat her. seeking what money 
abe had. 

Mrs, Murray has lived in , 
this budding since 1!J36 and 
has watrbed it.s trarsforraation 
£rom a once slaicly hotel to a 
S i ^ u a M d slum She remem­
bers when irei-s lined Ken-
mor« Avenue ' high enough lo 
shade the third floor win­
dows," and m.ii(ls brought 
treih toweh every day 

NOW A n \ L K thro that 
buikliOf at 4I0S N, KeruDore 

Task Force report 
For four monthit, Tlir Tribune's I'ullHer-l'riie-winning 

Task Forre invesU^ated Chicago'.^ 10 largest and most suc-
resfiful ilumlords. This article, the third in a scries, deals 
with the rnipiff put together during the last tew y e a n on 
the North Side by the Gutman btoihrrt . 

Tbe series wai prepared and wriilcn by David Young. 
Task Force dirt-rior, and reporter* Tamela Zeknian, Jerry 
TbornutD and Uobcrt L'cger. 

The Gutman brothers, Leon Heft], Herman (cen­
ter], and Max. 

Av with LUlian .Murray offers 
a heartbreaking look at to­
day's disintegrating i:ptown. 

"See that little room." she 
said. 'That used to be an 
elaborate teleptwne swildi-
board .N^'* that room's bare 
and locktd We just do without 

She p l a c e s the blame 
squarely on I*cn Outman 

Tbe Gutman brcthera—Leoa, 

I Herman, and Max—are fore-
' moat among the slumlords 
• now preying on the city's new­
est ghetto. Former furriers, 
the F o 11 & h-born brother* 
launched their careers as 

I slumlords on (he city's South 
Side in the "SOs 

THKRK TIIKV learned b> 
milk buildings for profits. 
foiirl luiia charge l.Sey then 

: Illegally I><) unpaid mortgages 

by dumping vacant, fire-rav­
aged shells hack on formur 
owners thru quitclaim deedn, a 
legal document surrendering 
all rights and responsibilities 
to the property. 

In one case, Max Gutmiin 
explained to tbe surprised for­
mer owners, who by law are 
required to agree to the quit­
claim, that the neighborho'Kl 
had become so dangerous and 
the building su «zpeDsive that 
"the aggravation and strain on 
our nervous aysterna would fill 
volumes." 

The Gutmans then moved 
Iheir ( ^ r a t i o n s to Uptown 
where Ihcy now preside over 
dozens of rotting, rat-infested 
builduiga. The weekly rent^ 
they personally collect for 
sparsely furnished apartments 
are sometimes more expensive 
than apartments on nearby 
Lake Shore Drive. 

They commute daily from 
their comfortable Northwest 
Side homes to oversee Uieir 
empire. Much of it is like a 
fortress with heavy, wlre-

' backed doors and lobbies of 
forbidding cagea in which ten-

: a n t -managers dispense the 
I mall and polic« tb« arrival of 

unwelcomed vuitors and in­
spectors 

I THHIR TACTKS of nefflect 
j —the winters without beat, the 
dreaded spur of the moro«nt 

j evictions--hive made the Gut-
mans and tbeir wrath infa 

I Coatlaned M H I * '• ^ - ' 
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„ ; •'•. X -."V.'"^/ ' ' ; i» '?i?f?*".:?.^ (ir. <ioor. mil block exits, 7 ^ ° outnian. Lid. "We are seven cblldreo .ulleml fiotn , 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ u i W ^ •» u - • * 
Cst tued tr«m p>«e • « 

• 0 0 . Monj Uie d e " ! " " °' 
Uptowa. * - " 

"If I'd knowTi thU was a 
Gutmaii building I "»^ '" ' ' ' 
have moved here," aald Mrs. 
GenWlM surely, now a len-
u,t lor Ihe third lln>e m » 
GutmanowMd slum. "But 1 
don't know where lo look tor 
Mother apartment. Golman 
owns them aU." 

Tenants' haired lor the Gut-
manais at least matched by 
U» Gutmans' disdain lor theu-
tenants, mosUy white Appa-
Iichlans and American Indl-
.M. TVy deny responsibility 
tor the de«ilyh.mds that M 
their slum buildings, as ex-
prtaaed by M « Gutman-̂ s 
tt^ment to reporters: tm-
Ic. 15 lor you guy.. Vou can't 
UM ethlca <wt here. 

THBU WEEKS •! later-
y-imn Uvtaj in Gutman build-

l i UK Gutmans to coon, T ^ 
^ ™ reporter! looked >nsKie 
^ ,n,rkSp - f 1 » " ^ 

gance. and I""""*^^ ?f~.^' 
S«,ed. and human defrada-

Lon. 
A„ occaiion.1 b>-peodvict « 

Heath. 
I; has s<r«k (our tm.es m 

<Hjlmin buikiings-aKd ih- ' ' 
tmea chiHrto »ere u« >ii. 

• • T . n : t L . e r ' . m . . h . r . l " « 
Sa-.makol[, h u :^''«' '» ' J " 
to" s;=c HO 'hen she Wl 

lave cooUmeA lo boanl up 
tir. door, and block exits 
Kime'witt bMtwi wi". >» 
maintain MCurity. 

AFTER STEIN DIED, the 
building on Clarendon Avenue 
,tul had interior ilr« ewapes 
boarded up at ground level 
Exterior iron ladders empUed 

„!, We continually try to 
build and not destroy," Her­
man GuUnan.sald. "We are 
making a Uvlng. I am interest­
ed in the challenge ol manag­
ing and someUmes I can make 
a few dollars." 

"You know 

AS A RESULT ol city and 
community pressure, the Gut-

Exlerlor iron ladHers empuea 1 mihs began'a clean-up cam-
Into a U-shaped courtyard and 1 palgn In many ot Iheir huild-
werc blocked by a lO-Ioot hur- ings. The effort quickly was 
rlcane lence. At va W. East- dubbed a farce by Rising Up 1 wî ĉn u«; t-̂  
*ood Av. barbed wire strung j Angry and the charge was 1 where Uiey get it? They Ithe 
acroaa Uie, fire escape kept j echoed by numerous tenants, i children] eat dog — tma-
vandala out and reeidenU in. | 'They only worked alter Ihe : nure' " 

"It was to keep people from 1 Utile girl IJennller Kalmakollj ' 
going up on Uie, roof and I was killed.' Mrs. Murray 
throwing rocks," Herman Gut-1 said. "Nothing before and Ill-
man explained. "B«lde«. no tie since." 
one ever told me It wu a vte-1 }.ln Murray remembers the 

wben "evidence wu beard el Irat-and roacb-lnlattsd biindli(|4m N. aberldu Rd. 
full compliance." ' 1 with extensive code vlolatkM , , i>rttW«« • w.,.* >MI ,w t'»m 

Seven children sulleitri from «••' ' """^ " ^ pracBoIly 1 , ^ . ^ , « . u « ^ t . . - , 
l.t.Ulr«.ovauon. j u,M W - « - - > u . « r t T « 

THE SAME MAN Oatmai mm M t M . I haadM k llha 
a e same building a (wr wwta lii |illlili atiMI Ilka a riU 
later alter an unaucceuhl Md gMK l u a kaadlM > UlbU " 
to.get the suit dismlssad and nalMH begaa Umwli^ r*-
10 get wlUiheld Public AM c a | ^ at iinlmpc««<l Judv 
rents paid. I t , ^ WaalW, who prtmiplly 

I "I'm ruined, I'm rulMd," ba I n n > Ikain back. Quickly 
sobbed aa he leaned agatart a I \mntH BMk, Gutman aald. 
wall outside Uio courttwn. | "I >M mM to ahow you ihlj 
"I'll lose ^everything, my "* — 
house, my lamUy." 

' His wUe, meanwhUe, triad to 
convince those around lier tlMt 

lead poisoning from ue» UUTI 
1972 in the apartment building 
owned by Max Gutman at 4107 
N. Broadway. Four were poi­
soned alter a court ordered 
him to remove old painted-over 
wallpaper. 

Gulman claimed his paint 
wasn't Uie poison: ""— "-—• i . m u t e aom«~ can gat 1 

I wkit Herman CuUnaa 
la." 

.\ TRIBUNE reporter oaten- ^ . 
sibly seeking an apartment Gulman wasn't at fault, 
lor his (amily. which include. I "My husband's going 
a S-year-old boy. found wallpa. 
per had been paint«d over re-1 }An Murray remeuiucia ..^ 

I cleanup vividly because the 1 f*'»*|">een painieu over re-
; repairman who beat ber had. P",'^!)'."^I ^ " i ^ S ' " ^ 

. peehng Irom baseboards aod 

lation." I cw«"-u,, , 
The mood was anger, and ': repairman who beat ber had. ? " , ' ~ ' ' ,••" "v,rj;r,;V. ^ ^ 

llie Gutoan. were U» ob)ect, , come lo Gutman )uil one i*""? '""^ i f ! ^ " ^ J ° ^ 
Moal s-Dcal and active were ' monUi out ol .Slateville Prison. 
member. oX Rttvg Op Anfry. eager to earn rock botlom 
young people wtajereleiiOeM wages oUiers would not be wi 
pursuit of JW*nf*nB».4HlJ ing to acceg^^ 
resulted >f a combliMd crack 

door frames. Chips of paper 
and the paint—were every­
where. 

Max Gutman 

have a heart attack," B*«ll« 
Gutman said. "I know Uiay 11 
drive him lo it. He tries to fix 
things." 

THEIR LOUD ' • • ' ^ 
end ocras-oal brwrt-aMnj .( and occm&iooal brwrtwunj •( P»» " " " ^ s • 

judgw U . r»J««<l 10 accein- bsK. II reporlrJ r»!r 

hidn I)K mism ioudr tb» Gtitinu-vwartl t i n 

builiiiBf. 

bM^r^ aul.'ioi-.uc. •.>j*f '...DM 
t ^ wMk brion bu u r dad 

"«LL I KLVU Y WMlat U 
***» know a as if me rad^asw 

j f f m s r wf I n d N IW »«i>d be ir, aricrt .: | « 
r i raoa t . bu! there .»!» r<i ,;„kj u i i . i L' n-T. w> I 
• m m aa tke »in*»n and 1 ^ „ . , , ^ Aw • : f i men »̂ r. 
1.11 04 .ad k. bli»J." she , ^ , . ^ , . „ . t ^,^,, 
said. racaUai v k . t M 10 a .̂̂ rt. ! » * » : : ! 
Jeo»il«r'» *alk Iw StfUem , « » , , , . • u . » 
bar M. -I Mted « 1 t»J.) ° ' ^ ' ' ' " * - • ' ' ' a. U« »• 

b t e a bra in l«r anaral; AiTtM»TIL» tt^OI a 
».<*». I V praaacvaci anu | |«kad , t ^ , a a r a M (kjaaa 0 
oflen Hnk r ia l it u M>^>Vi.dt tw-auotu exKU* ir -a. 
yi 'Mitaa a te UA she Aia t 1 ^ ^ ^ GASSKM I iillfl^i * ^ 
kaoa mbM Aa awld t t - ^ ( I M C M irrir--

I I a n r M* 1 ^ la r « r j a r i ..• 

resunea.^ > vv.^.. . ,_ ^ 
down bj city aad cwntj bats- ^le^i.Iip, Mx Gutmaru have 
Ing aad public aid ailbohUu. ^ , ^ ^ ^ „ I ^ », rami. 

often o\«r la>-fr» of lead based 
palnl InUMng authonurs tud 

r»i»s of lead 
'alrd act«Ki. nctadnl aaie powMilag '-1 G-Ji.i.a» huiWmg, 
iwoog KM » the Rm tlaw » ' •• ^a" 'h-r« >ean. •xmt 
walia. << t t a <«» Ciiak "̂  * * ^ K<XVIA aR« lead 

M,- rtat HTMaa • « Cat- ' ^ ! " ^ ^ ^ 

""""•" Timer <xv»--. t .»». 
Cafi*- « u rwJwa M ..la. 
dia. I teriwrvi'. HtafAal w:-ji 
leaa aajuaimf l.-rrs («r beBa 
K UM S na.-»»»»l »• -t 
tate t f t A >air eaclar. a 

«ie lauldaig ^ad ^*<* ti a*. fA^ r«a:3w<.inai A :3a 
i n . ite C^atKaai ' * t a n )au4 wtji«,i« jan- auj9a« t*< taa-.s a ,jt<i«M 

HIS B R O T H E R 
m«le an e<iually emoboaal 

, ^ I plea. tbi. Uma taild. tbe 
rswouKj.~. - - - Max umman, perwaaUri J„„rtn)OlB, malar UBMt «« IM-
a/" showing Ihe ^lartment. wota ; ^ uarck'i rat* from Wbllc 
'c! ibeir announced a lom iwailer. crumpled b ^ . Ajd ^ , biiMilll ba o » » It 

and badly *om coal and sakl 
be was workmg on Uie bmki' 

BUT THAT, perbapa, was ' 
bart 4.Krtbed by . teng-ttei. 
laodata of Gutmui. 

"You'r. impoulbla to ulk 
„ , " lb. usocl.ta told Henn.n 
(jitmaB during a lacasa In Uia 

"You're only Interetted 
In an. thing. 

"You'ra only lntn«t«l In 
mOlng rnmey." 

Tomonaw: How tbey > .k . 
tbelr maaey —Tbe SloBlord's 

I Maand. 

„ ^ „ CJUna. > « i l * * 
| , , o J-mua.- »"^. <*" 
Marck 1»' 
U fii« 

„ _ b a 1141 a ( I 
M tn a n arntH) nta 

The O a » » a b * " ^ 
,j»j a «mm bf t*« <*> 

inx 
The reporter complaia«<5 

i ixa the dOaptdaefl cotidi-
:«» of Ihe lummae Tba *»-
„ a B a r '. m e a I leaBrwl a 
1 b r . . mtjed end laMe. a 
w r t h.»k«i - vb. n*»dla. 
a-rf 1 ct'-air cwiafvl aitb a 
SarA« •.« foil '.be hcliK 

Hi irara. Yoa caa i« aa 
, V, . 1 wMbie.- G«>aa 

Doctor kills 3 kin, then self 
DALLAS. May T ILTtl 

docsac iko was bi bad 
feaSy liot tbrae of U. « « -
dna aad U n killed 
ML •«». , pobc. .»» .«< <a-
d , , TVdKtars « ( . • « « " 
ckU wot ka.»liaa.ad • » 
B t f * ) . ballet waal' 

Tia <teiar. WaMe-ar T 
J , . ti. Hia* wiib 

IV a;i '.sal <'^^M tMi. 

^ ^ - . '.ak aa*/ ^ ^ V ^ n *.<« » 

Uraa >»in. •"• '^ r .aa • • — — • 

and Uiraa times in the back, 
but managed to telephone lor 

i*alp. 
Tba Hennlgers were boUi an-

titbMlologists who workwl to-
,) thR In an olllce near Baylor 
HupUll. Mrs. Hennlger was 
in critical condiUon and her 

lonly surviving child, John. 7, 
iwu In sarioiK condition. Th. 
ehildran killed were John's 
t w i n broUier Mark, Mary 
rranou, », «id Tere". «• 
11»y w e «n .hot Umi Un 
cbaat. 

^ 
GUTMAN HAS yat >• ••• 

iwar U» chvfH 1. Uia lor 
maUly «< tba couru. bui his 
version ol Uia .ton was eircu- \ 
lated Uiru the bullduig |rap» 
^\M A Tribune reporter living j 
fhera wa. told. •She IJenhl. , 
lerl wu h.1 on the liead «ith 
. bollle and c.rtled lo Ihe ele-
v««r. Tb.7 » • • "" "'Tf*' 

The meuenier was a !»• 
year-old Gulman rmployee. 

_ , uued wtiii. lyit* '» b " 
S i T f building ow^d'O-
Ugngan fiutm.n «i " " ^ 
PIM GtW* *»• 

. S ^ S ^ ' S . V c r i ' ^ " * 
h.,1 In Ihe building came on 

• for the llr« Um. OclJ . ror 
.11 hour. «eam gu*«l l"l» 
hia liny room thru .n open 
pipe wher. a radiator once 
had *»od. A paU»lo«» l a ' " 

buna." 

at 

hma w a " " -—• • " " 
SS: «.( in a buMlM 2 " * 
liv laaa Gutm.B .1 M»-a. " • 
P , l « r « l At U« uma ol the 
t „ OuU".n 1-1 1««"^ ' ' ~ 1 
monUiold none. Hum the 
city Building Deparlnienl or-
derini him lo corrrrl n o k -
Violations , ,. 

1 TUttaen * t b e m d " " 

l I ^ « o n i n . u u r « A l»™«> 

nlWT the fire 
Tilt' V.VV.NT1I .ro«w* • '»' 

„,l„lhacommuiilty.ndUu^ 
l „ , n w.i summonwi lo • 

:«,in. '•»<»« j i - j ^ : . " ^ e , j n o ^ ^ m ^ ~ j _ ^ 

buildiii! into compUtM*. TO 
r e c e n t l y u Navamber the 
r « c W n l u l « f « ^ « ' « " « " ' " 
. a . consldared .uch a haal h 
haiard thai a na. .uU, Ihls 
lim. IWlng M « r l » " "" ' ' • 
, ,„„. wu lilad. 

la, Nov. 11. n™ ••>< * " ^ \ 
cam. to ona ol U» largw and 
lilihlest fliilman bullillnits U'uv 
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